RIGHT HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN
rejoices in seeming to be. A grey thatch and an
earnest face give him the semblance of considerable
age and a measure of wisdom. Though, physically as
well as mentally, he moves with brisk inconsequence
from point to point, his bodily outline suggests that
he has spent years of intellectual application poring
over the duller classical authors. But meet him or hear
him speak and you will credit him with an immaturity
and a sensitive credulity which are proper in a very
young and inexperienced man. He seems dissatisfied
with the whole world and presumes to exploit to the
very limit of official toleration the amazing latitude
permitted in the Tory Party. He gaily expects the
world to conform with his own Whiggish design and
is taken by surprise when both he and his transitory
fancies are annihilated by a clever retort or an oblique
interjection. Occasionally he himself produces with
laborious art a brilliant phrase or a witty comment.
But his objectives suffer by reason of an obstinate
determination which makes him elevate his ideas
to a remote pinnacle and deters others from readily
co-operating.
Examine his seat and its record and you may find
the explanation of his tireless displays of individu-
ality. It had a long Liberal tradition till sixteen years
ago when it was won by Labour. If he represented a
safe Conservative constituency, could his orthodoxy
be so admirably suspect ? Perhaps in those circum-
stances he would not go to such elaborate lengths to
convince his constituents that a Conservative can
behave liberally and that he is doing his best to be an
industrious legislator. Whether the electors of West
Leeds approve of his daring behaviour and really like
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